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Residential Treatment Capacity in King County 

 
 

BACKGROUND: 
King County has a disproportionately low allocation of Residential Treatment beds.  While King County 
represents 28.9 percent of the State population, only 23.6 percent of the state contracted residential 
chemical dependency treatment beds are located in King County.  This disproportionate allocation 
results in clients being referred as far away as Spokane for residential services.  In some cases it may be 
clinically appropriate to refer clients outside their community for residential services.  However, best 
practice guidelines demonstrate that coordinated care and greater outcomes are achieved when services 
are provided in the client’s community.  Providing additional residential treatment funds will allow 
residents of King County to receive treatment in their own community. 
 
ISSUES/CHALLENGES: 
The costs of providing residential services are greater in King County.  As a result, many of the large 
residential programs are located outside the County.  Because the state allocates beds statewide it is 
difficult to attract new residential providers to King County with no assurance that funding will be 
maintained.  Dedicated residential treatment funds offer a solution.  The recent increase in residential 
vendor rates, economy of scale based on a large program and dedicated funds would attract a new 
residential provider to King County.  
 
Urban areas such as King County have higher concentrations of chronic populations.  Dedicated 
treatment funds to develop residential programs to meet the multiple and unique needs of these 
population are critical.   
 
DATA: 
DSHS REGION  % OF POPULATION   % OF DASA BEDS 

1 12.6 % 23.4 % 
2 9.1 % 10.4 % 
3 16.6 % 13.9 % 

  4*  28.9 % 23.6 % 
5 15.9 % 18.6 % 
6 16.8 % 10.1 % 

*King County 
 
RECOMMENDATION/LEGISLATIVE ACTION: 
The Legislature must address this disproportionately low allocation and build residential treatment 
capacity in King County.  Providing dedicated residential treatment funding for King County will attract 
new providers or allow our current providers to expand services.  More importantly it will allow 
residents of King County to receive treatment locally. 


